
Marc Phillips, In Memory
Bursting the Nets with Randy Howell
And so much more!PLUS

King's Stables

H O P E F U L  M A G A Z I N E SPRING 2021

E M P L O Y E E
S P O T L I G H T
See King's Home Mission Field 
Through the Eyes of 8 Team Members.

S T O R I E S  O F  H O P E
Celebrate God at Work in the Lives 
of Abused Youth, Moms, and Kids.

New Barn Under Construction.
Breaking Down Barriers and Learning Lessons 
on Trust with King's Stables Horses.
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Give meaningful & beautiful handmade pottery!
From mugs to ornaments, platters, and dishes, Prodigal Pottery has multiple options

that are perfect gifts for weddings, teachers, mother's day, birthdays, and more!
Your family and friends will love their gift even more knowing such a special item

helps abused women in need! 
 

Order online and recieve FREE SHIPPING with promo code: 2021HF1

www.prodigalpottery.org | pottery@kingshome.com

Gifts that Give Back

BEE MUG: $24 SHEEP ORNAMENT: $12 EMPOWERMENT MUG: $20

OVAL PLATTER: $50 SOAP DISH: $15 CROSS RING DISH: $20

MINI BLOSSOM BOWL: $25 ARTISAN BOWL SET: $75 FLARED CROSS: $12



Baseball Season is right around the corner!  With Covid-19
still plaguing our world, who knows how things will shape up
for baseball or for anything else in our Spring plans; but
prayers and hope are alive and strong for our continued
climb out of this pandemic.

I want to use baseball, specifically, as an analogy.  Years ago,
I coached a 5th-grade baseball team.  At our first practice, I
asked the boys this question… ”How do you win a baseball
game?” I got a variety of answers…good defense, throw and
catch, hustle, good offense, base running, etc.  All of their
answers were contributing factors, of course, but none was
the bottom-line answer: you win a game by scoring RUNS!!!

How do you score runs?  You get on base.  How do you get
on base?  Various ways, but the best way is to put the ball in
play. You put the ball in play by connecting the ball with the
bat.  How do you connect the ball with the bat? 

Well, now I am to the point of my analogy! To connect the
ball with the bat, you have to keep your eye on the ball!

King’s Home has kept its eye on the ball! At any given time,
we serve around 125 women and youth.  Helping them
through horrific circumstances that brought them to us
and showing them the love of God through Jesus Christ,
His Son…that’s our mission.  (continued on page 3)

Chairman's Note

2021 King's Home Board 

Chairman:  Forrest DeBuys
Immediate Past Chairman: Skip Donnell
Finance Chair: Chris Lollar
Secretary: Leigh Ann Moor
President: Lew Burdette
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When you keep your
eye on the ball,
good things happen.

Chairman of the Board
F O R R E S T  D E B U Y S

Kathleen Doss
Kendall Eagan
David Hoyle
LeDon Jones
Kamonte Kelly
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Rob Riley                
Cullom Walker, Jr.

S T O R I E S  O F  H O P E              0 5

E M P L O Y E E  S P O T L I G H T         1 0

B U I L D I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S   0 8

M A R C  P H I L L I P S                0 4

B U R S T I N G  T H E  N E T S           1 9         



At times, we all need some
help with our faith.  Lucky for
me, I get a once-a-month
reminder that has become
dear to my heart.

Each month, I get a prayer-list
email from our staff.  When I
open that email, I am always
reminded that these are real
people.  They aren’t just
names on a report- they’re real
people and real problems. 
 And as I think about them, as I
pray for them, it strengthens
my faith.  I know that King’s
Home has real solutions.

As always, I stand in awe and
in gratitude for the team at
King’s Home. Their faith and
resilience are an inspiration to
me at every turn.  

As you read this, I ask you 
to join me in prayer for our
leadership and staff, for 
the Lord gives them the
strength and stamina to
keep to the mission, to stay
in the game, to watch every
pitch, and to keep their eye
on the ball all the way to 
the bat.
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It is that mission…that BALL…of King’s Home staff,
volunteers, supporters, and board members keeping their
eye on throughout 2020.  Amidst the curveballs,
changeups, sliders, and fastballs that a normal year would
have dealt, our staff have had all kinds of new pitches this
year to manage.  Yet, they have kept their eyes on the
ball…on our mission…throughout.

When you keep your eye on the ball, good things
happen.  As we look back at the end of 2020, the Good
Lord shined his favor on us in many ways.  Our 29th
annual golf tournament, Shootout at Farmlinks, was an
outdoor event, so the virus didn’t preclude us from having
it.  We had a great crowd and cleared more money than we
have in the last 2 years.  This year Kampfire for the King
was also blessed. We had great weather, and Randy
Howell’s boat giveaway didn’t just hit the goal…it beat the
goal by 50%.

Even with events that didn’t happen, like what would have
been the 2nd Celebration of Hope Luncheon, God’s hand
on our mission was evident.  There was no way to have
that event safely with Covid-19, so board members and
volunteers alike launched a letter-writing campaign to
replace the event.  The response was out of this world. 
 And so, the final months of 2020 left us on good footing
for 2021.  

Here we are in the first quarter of a new year, and our
Valentine’s ‘Show Your Love’ signs and bows have been
everywhere.  You’d have to be blind NOT to see the hand
of God in the army of people who carry out the Labor of
Love for this fundraiser!!!  They delivered 812 bows and
over 100 balloons. The chairperson wrote to the
volunteers, “Each one of you has such a beautiful and
giving spirit, and it is exemplified in your servant’s hearts.”   
I couldn’t have said it better, and it is all for the precious
people we serve: our Lord Jesus Christ and the women and
youth that need us so desperately fleeing domestic
violence and abuse.

King’s Home has kept the “Main Thing the Main Thing” (that
was not a typo).  

We’ve kept our eye on the ball…serving others in Love,
and sharing the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior.  When
one is discouraged, another comes to the rescue.  It’s
the only way to keep Jesus at the center when the
shifting headwinds of life are strongest. 



Like most Marc Phillips fans from the 70's, we were in awe
of this rock star’s talent. Marc and I first met at The
University of Alabama in 1978 after his band, Hotel
performed on campus. 

Years later in the late 80's, we reconnected crossing paths
at lunch. Sporadic “chance” meetings like this continued
with Marc until I became President of King’s Home. Marc
began performing at King’s Home events and even shared
his testimony at one of our banquets. 

His heart for Jesus shined brightly. 

Marc was always ready to share the miracles God had done
in his life. Marc loved King’s Home and our kids and he soon
became director over our youth choir called the Broken
Angels. 

Marc simply glowed when our kids sang as he would play
the keyboard and direct their songs.  

Marc also led Monday morning devotions at King’s Home
starting with a song or two then a wonderful message to
start our week. 

Marc Phillips
I N  M E M O R Y
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"Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; 
I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!"  
                                                          Matthew 25:23

He loved sharing about
Jesus.

God only knows how many
kids' lives Marc touched as
their “head” angel!! 

Marc was humble, selfless, and
faithful. 

Most of all, Marc was dearly
loved. We will miss you, Marc.

Enjoy your heavenly choir until
we meet again.

Lew Burdette, 
King's Home President



King's Home provided for all of Monica and baby Kaleb's
needs during their hospital stay. After 2 weeks, Monica
and her baby came home from the hospital to King's Home.
For years, Monica says she felt incompetent and inadequate
because she only had an 8th-grade education. She had
always loved school but had not gone back to get her GED
because it was overwhelming. Birmingham Jumpstart (BJ)
has changed all that by offering our residents one on one
tutoring (online and in-person) for the GED. Twice a week a
tutor from BJ came to KH to work with Monica for an hour
and a half.  She absolutely loved this instruction and
realized she is actually very bright and capable! Every week
she felt more and more confident. "The staff at King's
Home are like angels- ministering daily to those who
need help, providing for all of our needs and providing
avenues for us to learn independence and self-worth." 

Monica was baptized in December 2020, and Kaleb's baby
dedication was held the same day. In January, Monica and
Kaleb successfully transitioned from King’s Home after
securing a safe home, job and vehicle!  To God be the glory!

New
Beginnings

S T O R I E S  O F  H O P E
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Monica, age 33 came to King's Home in the
summer of 2020. She was 9 months pregnant with
nowhere to go. Just days later, Monica had her
precious baby, Kaleb. Kaleb stayed in the NICU for
14 days. 

After placement with a DHR
foster home, Heath’s foster
parents reported his behaviors
were unmanageable. He came
to King’s Home last spring
and was admitted into our
“moderate” home for
teenagers requiring
accelerated therapeutic
services.  

Heath was from a rural county
in North Alabama, so moving
to our boys’ home in Shelby
County was a culture shock. 
 He shared that he had never
lived with persons of different
races or different backgrounds.  
Heath quickly made friends in
the home with all the youth.
Unfortunately, he and his new
friends started sneaking out
and were caught several times
walking to the nearby Dollar
General.  His goal was to make
it to Dollar General to pick up
cigarette butts in the parking
lot to smoke. 

Our loving houseparents
patiently worked with Heath
on impulse control and
making safe decisions.   

Heath and his housemates
slowly began to focus more on
making healthy decisions for
their future.  His grandfather
continued to work with DHR 

HOME FOR CHRISTMAS



In the Spring of 2020, King’s Home Prodigal Pottery (PP)
program suffered a devastating blow when all staff were
furloughed and the studio closed due to the COVID-19
shutdown. Our team never gave up hope. 

Instead, we pivoted and focused on new opportunities to
grow sales for the jobs and jobs-training program. Through
faithful trust in the Lord and perseverance, PP finished
2020 on a very high note! We had more Wholesale orders
in 2020 than any years prior, receiving some of the
largest orders ever since the start of PP. 

It was an exciting year for sure, but we are even more
excited for the possibilities that we pray will arise in 2021.
January is normally one of our slower months but proved
differently in 2021. By mid-January we received over 40
Wholesale orders, making it a record in sales before the
month was even over. This makes us excited for the
months to come and the possibility of hiring even more
women at PP.
 
We currently have 13 total staff working at PP.  Seven
women from King’s Home, five from The Wellhouse, and
one woman from The Lovelady Center, with the goal to
employ 20 women one day. Our partnership has
strengthened with other ministries, and we love that
women from all over Birmingham are getting the
opportunity to be employed, equipped, and empowered 
at Prodigal Pottery. 

and Heath began going on
visits with him on the
weekends. 

After several successful
visits and improvements in
Heath’s decision-making
skills, DHR approved for
Heath to reside with his
grandfather.  Heath left the
week before Christmas; the
smile on his face lit up the
entire campus!
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SAFE IN THE POTTERS HANDS

Ms. Lucy arrived at King’s
Home Bethany in June of
2020. Lucy was fleeing
domestic violence. 

She filed for divorce and
applied for Section 8 housing.
She worked at Popeye’s and
used her income to pay off
bills, buy a new phone and
save money. 

While at King’s Home, she had
dentures made for herself and
had medical checkups. Her
self-esteem grew, as did her
level of independence. 

On Dec. 22, Lucy successfully
moved to affordable housing
where she has family and a
support system surrounding
her.

FLEEING TO
THRIVING



Winter is normally a far slower time of year on the farm,
but King’s Garden hasn’t slowed down.  We’ve been busy
with classes with the youth, special projects, and chickens!  

King’s Garden also teamed up with Hero Doughnuts in
Homewood, AL; they are purchasing our eggs to make
their delicious doughnuts. All proceeds from the eggs go
back into our program.  We supply our group homes with
eggs first, then sell the remaining eggs to the community. 
 Not only are we providing delicious, fresh eggs and
earning money for our garden, but it’s another opportunity
to spread awareness about King’s Home.

Garden sessions have resumed with our youth.  Due to
Covid-19 protocols, we are proceeding cautiously by
holding all classes outside.  Jesus taught us to be good
stewards of what we are given, including His earth, so
we are incorporating that teaching into our classes. 

One of our sessions with KH residents in December
involved connecting two rain barrels to the gutters at our
educational building.  These rain barrels will collect
rainwater that falls on our building.  Students will then use
the collected rainwater for watering their vegetables and
flowers in the youth garden.  What a great demonstration
on simple water conservation.

During our other sessions, the KH residents worked with
our 150 laying hens.  We recently extended the chicken pen
fencing in order for the chickens to have more room to
graze and run.  Our chickens are free-range and organic 
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GROWING HOPE

A generous donor gifted his
beach house, and we were
able to go on a staff retreat to
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida. We
went through the study
"Rhythms of Renewal" by
Rebekah Lyons, learning how
to trade our stress and anxiety
for a life of peace and purpose
in Jesus.

The women responded
incredibly well to the study
and opened up about the ways
in which God is moving in their
hearts and lives, and how they
know He has great plans for
their futures. 

We are looking forward to
2021 and all that the Lord has
in store for Prodigal Pottery as
we grow jobs for women who
make beautiful hand-made
pottery. 

Check out Prodigal
Pottery’s website:

 prodigalpottery.org
 

And be sure to follow us
on social media:

 
Facebook:

@kingshomepottery
Instagram:

@prodigalpottery



Building
Relationships

We look forward to the
growth of our plants, animals,
and program as we prepare
for the next season. 

since we do not use any
pesticides on campus to
protect our honey bees.
Residents dug post holes,
poured cement, and nailed
chicken wire to posts.  Our
youth also cleaned out both
chicken coops, washed and
packaged 80 dozen eggs to
sell.  It has been rewarding to
have our youth involved in a
project from beginning to end
(from chicken environment,
to chicken care, to collecting
eggs, to washing eggs to be
sold). 

Winter has definitely been
here in all its glory, but we are
already gearing up for spring.  
We have been planting
hundreds of seedlings and
cuttings that are being
nurtured under heat lamps in
the Garden Education Center.  

When the weather warms, we
will have many new plants
ready to plant in the ground!
Lastly, we are finalizing our
plans and ordering material
to build another hoop house
near the Education Center.  
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Being part of King’s Home means that we strive to
incorporate God’s teachings into our sessions at King’s
Stables and consistently demonstrate a Christian lifestyle
and attitude. 

This allows us to lead through example and portray our
faith and God’s love through every interaction. 

We often start new residents with a trust-building exercise. 
During the lesson, we instruct our teenager to stand in the
ring with a treat, and we allow the horse to approach the
student on its own free will. Once the horse approaches
the student, the student gives the horse the treat, and they
begin to create a trusting relationship. Next, we repeat this
exercise, but this time there are no treats given and we
instruct the students to make loud noises to scare the
horse away, losing its trust. After a few moments, we offer
the horses a treat again in an effort to restore its trust.

While the horse and rider continue to bond, we help the
students see the connection between being approachable

Check out our website: 
growkingsgarden.com

 
Follow us on social media:

 
Facebook:

@KingsGardenatTheFarm
 

Instagram: 
@kings.garden

Breaking Down Barriers and Learning Lessons 
on Trust with King's Stables Horses



or unapproachable, and how those characteristics
influence our ability to build trusting relationships.

While the horse is forgiving and willing to start again,
relationships with people can be difficult to rebuild after
the trust has been broken.

The lesson then goes deeper as we discuss how building a
relationship with God is easier than people or horses. We
explain that God’s love is an eternal and unwavering
gift freely given through Jesus Christ. There is nothing
that we can do to “scare” him away…the choices we have
made in past do not cancel His love… God longs to have a
relationship with us. 

At the end of each session, we want all of our participants
to know and feel the work of God through our incredible
horses. Each student has a unique story, as do our horses.
It is our hope that after each session, our students leave
feeling a sense of love and community, much like a herd.
We want them to feel proud of how much they can
accomplish.

The heartbeat of King’s Stables is to offer hope and healing
through bonding with horses. Our first priority is with
King’s Home residents, but we also have multiple
opportunities for public participation – including basic
horseback riding lessons, team-building exercises, and
equine therapy. Private individual sessions are popular
right now due to the COVID-19 restrictions, but we hope to
begin hosting small group sessions again in the near
future. We offer a variety of sessions to anyone age three
and up. Our Therapeutic Sessions service a range of
individual needs that include but are not limited to Autism,
Downs Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, ADD/ADHD, sensory
integration, learning disabilities, developmental delays,
depression, and anxiety. 

On the Cover:
King's Home Youth walking
through the foundation of a
new Barn at King's Stables!
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The Lord has blessed us with
such an amazing opportunity
to help change lives, and our
equine program has grown
beyond anything we could
have imagined.  

God had a plan for King's
Stables long before this
program was even a
thought. We strive to give
God the glory in everything
we do here. 

To learn more, check out
our website at

kingsstables.org 
or email

kelly@kingshome.com.
 

Stay up to date with
everything happening by
following us on Facebook:

 
@kingsstables

 



Living on
Mission

Mark and Susan Blumenshine were a “normal” couple
climbing the corporate ladder in Colorado and pursuing the
American dream before coming to King’s Home. 

“We were tired of doing the same old thing and wanted
to work in God’s need,’ Mark reminisced, “through
prayer and surrender He brought us here.”  The couple
packed up their life and moved to Alabama to serve as
house parents at Hughes Home, one of our moderate youth
homes for girls. 

Serving as house parents to eight abused teenage girls is an
enormous challenge.  Then add the multitude of
challenging issues brought on by the Coronavirus and
you’ve reached a whole new level of faith! 

"Before we came to King’s Home, I would get up early every
morning before work and have quiet time with God, reading
the Bible and praying," said Susan. "With the hours we’re on 

K I N G ' S  H O M E  E M P L O Y E E  S P O T L I G H T
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King's Home is blessed with over 210 employees
desiring to make their days count for eternity. The
following team members shine bright for Jesus. 

the floor as House Parents,
there’s little time to have a
regular quiet time with God.    
 I have moved from a
“learning” type faith to faith
“in action.” We’ve definitely
had experiential faith in our
lives, but not at this pace or
intensity. He’s showing me
where I’m weak, He’s strong.
He’s ALWAYS faithful!”

Showing unconditional love
and compassion to hurting
kids suffering from the horrors
of abuse is no easy task. “Most
of these children have trauma
beyond our scope,” said Mark.   

MARK & SUSAN BLUMENSHINE
Hughes Home House Parents

King's Home 
Moderate Youth Program
(Moderate) is our largest
youth program serving a

daily maximum of 68
youth (ages 10-19). 

 
The majority of our

children are referred 
to us by the Alabama

Department of Human
Resources with an
occasional private

placement. 
 

All Moderate 
children require 

24-hour awake staff for 
proper supervision to

prevent/respond to the
following behaviors:

fighting at night, inability
to sleep and wandering

around, attempting
sexual contact or sexual
perpetration, attempted

runaway patterns,
despondence or 

suicidal ideation, etc.



As house parents they have learned the importance of
being patient, flexible, and consistent. 

“Sometimes they come to you with layers of hurt," shared
Susan, "healing needs to take place before trust and
openness will come from them.” 

Only prayer gets Mark and Susan through the toughest
days.  “Even when things can look hopeless and
overwhelming through the course of a day with a youth or a
particular situation, I know where my help comes from,”
said Susan. “I always pray this prayer: 

Father, I’m not sure how to make this situation better and
things look really dark, but I’m asking You to intervene and
help in only the way You can. I’m thanking you in advance
and I can’t wait to see what or how You’ll handle this. In
Jesus Name, Amen. 

You’d be surprised at how many times the day ends
positively!”

The greatest reward the Blumenshines have received aside
from building life-long relationships with the girls is seeing
them thrive out in the real world. “Dealing with drama day
in and day out is one of the greatest challenges,” they
shared. 

Nevertheless, it is all worth it “when that moment arrives
that you see you’ve made a positive impact in a youth’s life. 
 When they realize their worth and abilities and are excited
about moving their lives forward in a positive way! It’s kind
of like taking the training wheels off!”

We’re so thankful for the Lord calling the Blumenshines to
serve at King’s Home! Please join us in praying for the
ministry of all our house parents as they seek to honor the
Lord with their service. 
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After completing service
with AmeriCorps, Marion
believed she was lead by
God to see a King’s Home ad
and begin her next season of
life fulfilling her purpose to
serve troubled teenagers.

Marion knows children are
important to God, and loves
seeing faith become real and
owned.  King’s Home has
become a second home to
Marion after working here
nearly seven years and
countless hours! 

“Spiritual training, guidance,
and support are always
available to remind you who
you are in in Christ Jesus. 
 There are more good days
than bad days,” said Marion.
“When you know you’ve
done the best you can and
you’ve given the love back
what God has given you…
love covers all.”

We’re so incredibly thankful
for the faithful love and
compassion Ms. Marion
consistently provides to our
kids. 

MARION DEER BROWN
Pioneer Home Overnight Youth Care Worker

Before coming to King’s Home, Marion served four years as
an AmeriCorps Vista member with the Corporation for
National & Community Service. During her time there, she
served both youth and adults with and without disabilities.
Marion’s service included agencies like the Head Injury
Foundation, Lakeshore Foundation, Exceptional Foundation,
American Red Cross, Birmingham Aids Outreach, Samford
In Mission, Summer Camps, and Birmingham City Schools.  



Prior to coming to King’s Home, Pete spent most of his time
working with young people and coaching them in an
academic and residential setting. When an opportunity
came available to serve at King’s Home the decision was
easy to make. 

“The people at King’s Home really are phenomenal at
working as a team,” said Pete. “Being around like-
minded people in their pursuit of Christianity has
strengthened my faith and given me the freedom to be
genuine with others.” 

In the fall of 2020, Pete transitioned from serving as a King’s
Home Maintenance team member to King’s Garden
Director.

“As a society, we have gotten lost in how we approach food.
I like the idea of teaching young people about living simply,
how to grow food, and how living more sustainably helps
our families and community,” commented Pete.

“Something about digging in the dirt and cleaning a
chicken coop helps break down barriers with the kids.
We get to see the kids transform while working in the
garden by developing new skills and a sense of
accomplishment through their hard work. It’s inspiring
to see kids who have been through so much in their
lives have joy and excitement out in the garden.” 
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With over 35 years of
gardening experience, Andrea
Ende’s strong wealth of
knowledge inspires students
to get involved at King’s
Garden. 

Andrea’s love for gardening
started in her homeland of
Germany. After she and her
husband moved to Alabama,
Andrea started volunteering at
King’s Garden eager to make a
difference in the lives of the
students. She was such an
amazing volunteer that we
decided to hire her! 

“Andrea loves the children,
being in nature, and her
tractor,” smiled Pete, “her
gifts of working the land,
tireless work ethic, and
passion for learning are such
a blessing in the garden. She
loves the children and does
such an incredible job
teaching them the
importance of doing things
right the first time.”

PETE ARNER
King's Garden Director

ANDREA ENDE
King's Garden Assistant



A big part of the King’s Home story is redemption and new
hope. Edward “Ed” Matz’s life fits this profile perfectly. Ed
grew up in a wonderful Christian home and graduated from
the University of Alabama with a business and marketing
degree. “My greatest challenge is following God’s plan, not
my own,” said Ed, “I lost my focus on God when I pursued
worldly titles and materialistic things.” 

After college, Ed became a successful business owner.  With
feelings of invincibility, he began to dabble in drugs while
juggling his work life. Everything in Ed’s world came
crashing down after the death of his autistic brother in
2017. “I lost my brother, my addiction took over, and I lost
my business.” At rock bottom, Ed found himself in rehab at
Jimmie Hale Mission. Over the past four years, Ed graduated
the program, met and married his wife, and became a
manager at King’s Home Thrift Store. 

“Working at King’s Home has brought me back to who I
really am and given me the opportunity to serve God by
allowing him to use all of my story,” Ed reflected. “God
has given me a second chance at life. I am so grateful to
live out my faith by ministering to people who are
hurting.”

During the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, King’s Home
was forced to furlough all but two King’s Home Thrift team
members – Ed was one of the two. “People were fearful
and wanting to help,” Ed said. “During that time people
were so giving. Donating to King’s Home seemed to be
an outlet for many people that just wanted to
contribute something for the promise of good hope.” 

Ed was instrumental in helping pick up donations and
keeping stores clean. We’re so thankful for Ed’s leadership
and being an integral part of King’s Home family.
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EDWARD "ED" MATZ
King's Home Thrift Store Assistant Manager, Pinson

”There is a sense of
satisfaction when you 
know that what you do
directly impacts someone’s
life positively,” said David
Brown, King’s Home Thrift's
Lead Driver.  “It really makes
tough days feel worth it to
know that you aren’t just
working to feed your family
but someone else’s family as
well.” 

David was adopted into the
King’s Home family when
King’s Home Thrift Stores were
purchased from the Jimmie
Hale Mission. His years of
experience helped him gain
valuable insight into the thrift
industry. 

“I developed a stronger
passion to help those that
need help," explained David,
"and now I’m blessed to still be
part of a team that makes a
difference in people lives.”

David frequently travels to all
three stores as part of his
responsibilities. During those
visits he gets the opportunity
to meet donors and customers

DAVID BROWN
King's Home Thrift 
Lead Driver



For the past three years, Brandon Madden has joyfully
served as a “Better Truck” Driver for King’s Home. 

His bright smile and positive attitude are a welcomed
breath of fresh air during these uncertain times. Brandon
shared that seeing the generosity of others has inspired
him and that working at King’s Home has helped him grow
in his faith. 

“Some people donate things that have never been used
just to be a blessing to someone else,” said Brandon. “I
love seeing the smiles on their faces knowing that
everything they give makes an impact on the lives of
those living at King’s Home.”

While Covid-19 has changed the way drivers are able to
interact with donors, Brandon’s winning personality has
chosen to make the best of it. “We’ve seen a big increase in
donations and people wanting to give,” said Brandon. “One
of the recent donations I picked up was from a police
officer, and he thanked us for what we were doing. That
moment was so humbling and affirming to me that what
we do matters. I love that I get to be a part of the story that
brings hope to others.”

Scan the QR Code
below to schedule a
King's Home Thrift
pick up and meet

David or Brandon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Or call 205-506-6009

from the communities we
serve as well as engage with
fellow team members. 

“I see the Lord moving
when a coworker is having
a bad day, and they still tell
you good morning and
smile. I see the Lord moving
in our donors when they
greet you with such
appreciation for what we
do and then they donate
amazing things, valuable
things that they can sell
themselves, but instead
give it to us toward our
ministry. It is such a
blessing to work for a
Christian organization
surrounded with positive
God loving people.”
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BRANDON MADDEN
King's Home Thrift Route Driver



The COVID-19 pandemic created an opportunity for us to
exercise our trust in the Lord. During the spring, we were
uncertain of what the future held for King’s Home ministry.
Throughout the fall and winter months, we watched with
hopeful anticipation that the Lord would provide in a
mighty way.

With great joy, we are able to share with you a few
miraculous moments of God providing for King’s Home.
 

Continuing
the Work

H O P E  A D V O C A T E S
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“…continue to work out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you to
will and to act in order to fulfill his good
purpose.” Philippians 2:12-13

"...and a little child shall lead
them." Isaiah 11:6

Caroline Lollar recently
celebrated her 11th birthday.
She asked her guests to bring
gifts to give the children living
at King's Home Shelby instead
of receiving gifts for herself.

When it came time to deliver
the presents, there were so
many gifts that they filled up
the entire car! 

Because of this precious
eleven-year-olds selflessness,
the children at King’s Home
Shelby had a Christmas they
will never forget!

SELFLESSNESS 
OF A CHILD

“Neither snow, nor rain, nor sleet”...was the motto at the
29th Annual King’s Home Shootout at Farmlinks in
September! What a great morning and afternoon it turned
out to be with fabulous golfing friends and many breaks 
in the weather, making it an amazing day! We’re so grateful
to our sponsors, golfers, volunteers, and staff for their 
support and enthusiastic participation on behalf of the
youth, women, and children we serve! Congratulations 
to the afternoon tournament winners pictured above: 
Rob Riley, Wilson Riley, Witt Brown, Scott Sims! 
Special thanks to Irons Media Group for capturing pictures
during the tournament. 

“NEITHER SNOW, NOR RAIN, NOR SLEET” 



In 2019, we took a leap of faith to move our Prodigal
Pottery program from a residential home it had 
outgrown to a larger multipurpose building on campus. 

This transition birthed the dream to move 6-8 teenage 
girls in our Transitional Living Program (TLP) from a 
dorm-like setting to a house. The house was in poor
condition and required extensive renovations before 
the girls could move in. 

Trusting in the Lord's faithfulness, our team began to 
pray for God’s provision to make this house a home. 
In His sovereignty, the Lord sent Mrs. Jane Franks!

When Mrs. Jane learned of the needs for the TLP girls, she
immediately felt compelled to get involved. 

“It was my dad’s wish before he died that his estate
would be left to someone that needed it. I have made
those provisions,” said Mrs. Jane, “I feel good about it; 
I just know when I am gone Jane’s House will be
provided for. It’s just a very comforting feeling to know
that a multitude of girls will always be taken care of.”

"And my God will supply
every need of yours according
to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus." Philippians 4:19

On average, King’s Home
serves over 250 residents
each year. In November, we
launched a “Giving Tuesday”
campaign on our Facebook
page in hopes of generating
funds to replace worn out box
springs and mattresses in our
homes.  Our goal was to raise
$25k to replace 125
mattresses. We knew this was
a “God-sized” goal, especially
because our previous Giving
Tuesday campaign only raised
$900. At the end of the
campaign, we were thrilled to
have raised over $7k which
would replace about 15
mattresses and box-springs!

But God always has even
bigger plans...

As we began to reach out to
mattress vendors, we
received an unexpected
phone call from Mr. Dick
Polk on behalf of the
Fishers of Men – Texas East.
They saw our social media
posts and felt the Lord
prompting them to act.  Just
before Christmas, 110 brand
new Casper mattresses were
delivered from Houston,
Texas! We are overwhelmed
and amazed at the magnitude
of this gift!
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Jane's House

UNEXPECTED
BLESSINGS

A Legacy of Love



In September, we celebrated
what the Lord did with a
dedication ceremony of “Jane’s
House” complete with a
ribbon-cutting, refreshments,
and a tour of the girls
beautiful, newly renovated
home. During that time, Jane
fell in love with the girls and
felt very passionate about
caring for each of them. 

“It’s important to me that
each girl feels loved and
cared for,” said Jane.

Since then she has been
intentional to continue
showering the girls with
affection and letting them
know that each of them are so
very valuable!  She and the
girls celebrated their first
Christmas together in
December. More recently,
Mrs. Jane made sure each
precious soul had a Valentine
this year!

Jane's faithfulness to the
Lord continues to provide
hope and refuge for 6-8 girls
at Jane's House. We are
thrilled for our girls and
unbelievably thankful for 
Mrs. Jane Franks!! 

While 2020 certainly brought its challenges and threatened
to cancel their efforts, the women at King's Home Shelby
Auxiliary decided to step out in faith to launch virtual
events. 

In the spring, they quickly transitioned their 2020
Tablescapes Beauty for Ashes Luncheon Event to an online
table decorating contest, complete with a silent auction,
testimonials, and an inspiring word from author and
speaker Sherry Burgess. 

The Lord moved in a mighty way and the Auxiliary was
able to present King’s Home with a $60,000 check!! In
the fall they created a Fall Holiday Bow Sale and Silent
Auction event that raised over $10,000!! That’s over
$70,000 of hope! 

These amazing women are always providing meaningful
gifts and activities for the women and children at King’s
Home Shelby. In December, they provided a wonderful
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Ladies with 
a Mission
The Mission of King's Home Shelby Auxiliary is to
provide support to the women and children of King’s
Home Shelby who have been victims of domestic
violence, abuse, or other acts violence and addiction.
For almost fifteen years, The Auxiliary has provided
support through fundraisers, projects, and volunteer
visits to the Home. 
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array of much needed
household items: laundry
detergent, linens, poinsettias,
paper products and all kinds
of other donated goodies. 

KHS Auxiliary is truly such a
blessing- they provide so
much for our women and
children! 

Deep, deep heart-felt
gratitude to this group of
women who work tirelessly
for the moms and children
fleeing domestic violence at
King’s Home Shelby.

To learn more about their
work and how to get involved
visit: kingshomeshelbyaux.org

Follow them on social media:

Facebook:
@kingshomeshelbyaux

Instagram:
@kingshomeshelbyauxiliary

For the past several years, Double Oak Community Church
has hosted a community wide trunk or treat event in Mt.
Laurel. Due to COVID-19, the church decided this year to
pivot and use their time, talents, and resources to create a
“Trunk or Treat” event just for kids at King’s Home! During
the entire month of October, DOCC held dedicated prayer
specifically for the residents, staff, and volunteers at King’s
Home. They worked closely with our team in preparation
for a safe and fun experience for everyone.  On the day of
the event, King’s Home Chelsea campus transformed into
our own fall festival with decorated trunks, tons of candy,
hot dogs, popcorn, and inflatables! Our kids had a BLAST
as Double Oak Community Church provided a fun
afternoon just for us! What a blessing to have such
faithful partners who love our residents!  Thank you,
Double Oak Community Church for loving us so well!

FALL FUN

In November, our Board of Directors sent more than 500
handwritten notes and launched social media campaigns
challenging everyone to reflect on their blessings of family
with the Celebration of Hope Giving Campaign. Since we
were not able to gather as one big King’s Home family for
an in-person Celebration of Hope event, instead, everyone
was challenged through this handwritten appeal to donate
in honor of their families to give hope for the youth, moms
and kids at King’s Home. Donations poured in throughout
the month totaling over $47k! We are so thankful for the
faithful dedication of our Board Members!

A NOTEWORTHY CHALLENGE



We love sharing the faithfulness of the Lord.  

So, who doesn’t love a good fishing story?!? In the gospel of
John, we learn about the disciples fishing all night without
success. All hopes were lost as these master anglers were
not able to catch any fish…until Jesus showed up. Under the
Lord’s direction, the disciples cast their nets one more time,
but this time their nets were so full they couldn’t lift them!!

At the start of 2020, Professional Bass Angler, Randy Howell
was looking forward to his upcoming 10th Annual Boat
Giveaway for King’s Home. Over the past 10 years, he and
his amazing wife Robin have faithfully raised awareness and
over $1.4 million dollars for King’s Home!

In March of last year, they sadly watched as King’s Home
faced devastating losses due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In
an effort to spread awareness and hope, Randy boldly “cast
out his nets” by sharing videos and social media posts
urging anglers to rally in support of King’s Home – all while
his professional fishing tournaments were being canceled.

Bursting 
the Nets 
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“He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of
the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it,
and now they were not able to haul it in, because
of the quantity of fish.” John 21:6

Over the next several
months, Randy and Robin
relentlessly prayed and
advocated for King’s Home
hoping to raise $200k
through their boat
giveaway. 

In November, the Lord
provided a beautiful fall day
for the 11th Annual King’s
Home Kampfire for the King
Celebration that ceremonially
ends with the Randy Howell
Boat Giveaway. The morning
of the event Randy and Robin
launched last minute pleas for
anglers to donate; with eager
anticipation they waited the
Lord move in a mighty way.
Just like God provided for the
disciples…He provided
ABUNDANTLY for these
faithful servants.

With odds were stacked
against us to have a
successful event (again 
due to COVID), the 
10th Annual Randy Howell
Boat Giveaway raised 
over $318,600 due to the
generosity of donors all 
over the world!!

We're still AMAZED at how the
Lord moved with such favor
for abused youth, women, and
children of King's Home!

Congratulations to retired
National Guardsman, Bill
Killilea from Chillicothe,
Ohio for winning Randy’s
boat, and a wholehearted
thank you to every single
person who donated to 
King’s Home! 
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Our 6th Annual “Show Your Love” Captains began the
month-long event with cautious hope to raise $35k
through the sales of beautiful mailbox bows and King’s
Home yard signs. 

As the first week’s donations began to pour in, the SYL
Captains were shocked to discover they had met their
goal in the first 10 days! Stepping out in faith, they
decided to order more bows and yard signs to keep up
with the demand and raised their new goal to $50k. Over
the next two weeks, donations from all over the
Birmingham Metro-area (and even some out of state)
flooded the “Show Your Love” event team! 

Overwhelmed with love, the SYL Captains stopped the
bow sales one week early in an effort to make sure the
volunteer “cupids” could get all the bows, signs, and
balloons delivered by Valentine’s Day. 

Because of their extraordinary efforts, 812 homes
helped spread awareness of King’s Home in their
neighborhoods and donations totaled over $64k,
giving hope to abused youth, moms and kids. “Show
Your Love 2021” event fundraiser almost doubled the
amount that was raised in 2020!!

Special thanks to the Smith’s Variety team for being a
phenomenal partner during this event! We are looking
forward to Show Your Love 2022 with eager anticipation!  

Please contact us to be a “Show Your Love” community
organizer for your area next year.  We need your help to
spread the love.

OVERWHELMED WITH LOVE

Our most sincere and heart-felt
gratitude goes out to the 
2021 Show Your Love Captains:

Jennifer Ard
Jodi Benck
Cindy Bowron
Lois Bradford
Elisabeth Branch
Lauren Branch
Ivey Brown
Taylor Brown
Lisa Bruhn
Perryn Carroll
Jill Clark
Laura Clark
Collins Clegg
Walton Cobb
Tanya Cooper
Katherine Cox
Lynn Creighton
Cheryl Crane
Rebecca Crowther
Laura Crumbaugh
Francie Deaton
Katherine DeBuys
Kendall Eagan
Virginia Eady
Elizabeth Edwards
Nancy Faulkner
Julie Foster
Cheryl Fritze
Hallie Gibbs
Marci Grant
Leigh Anne Haas

Virginia Harkins
Meghan Henig
Mary Beth Howland
Mary Elaine Jolly
Mary Louise King
Lisa Kirk
Carrie Law
Liz Lee
Margaret Little
Katrina Logan
Mary Lucas
Brantley Lukens
Cindy Marbury
Kristin McPherson
Elizabeth Outland
Stephanie Ozols
Jennifer Perry
Cal Sirkin
Robin Reed
Kelli Rucker
Melissa Seton
Kelly Sorrells
Julie V. Stewart
Landon Stivender
Margie Tranum
Meredith Waldrop
Beth Welden 
Lacey Whatley
Whitney Wilberger
Whitney Wilson
Holland Williams
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For almost 20 years, Kane
Steel & Iron Foundation has
been faithfully advocating for
King’s Home Youth Program! 

Every December, their
extravagant generosity
overwhelms us when they
“adopt” 80 of our youth
residents for Christmas!

Each child got to create
their own "wish list" and
received many of the high
quality items they had on
their lists in beautifully
wrapped packages under
the tree. 

This type love and attention
that Kane Steel offers to each
individual kid takes
unbelievable amounts of
time, energy, organization
and money! 

Each year we are absolutely
blown away by the generosity
of Kane Steel!!  They are our
Angels!!

SANTA'S HELPERS

A2Z Hope Foundation
Alabama Aquarium 
AmWins
Assistance League of
Birmingham
Avadian Credit Union 
Balch Sports Agents &
Attorneys
Bill Tevendale 
Birmingham Jumpstart
Brassfield & Gorrie
CenterState Bank
Chelsea COPS
Chelsea High School Peer
Helpers & Softball Team
Church of the Highlands
Dale Benton Nissan
Eyes on Chelsea Vision
Care 
Hatching Hope 
Henry King Acura
High Cotton Boutique 
Hope’s Door
Jeh Jeh Pruitt
Joe Piper, Inc.

There are so many more King’s Home Hope Advocates
and ministry partners that provided warm clothing,
food, handmade blankets, and prayer shawls, school
supplies, Christmas stockings and gifts, monetary
blessings, and thoughtful gifts! We even had a group
assist with desperately needed service projects and
another provide free services for our residents! 

Below are just a few of our faithful friends that help
spread awareness and give hope to our youth and
moms with kids: 

Faithful
Friends

King’s Home Board of
Directors
Liberty Baptist Church
Mountain Brook
Community Church
Marissa Luna
Nick's Kids Foundation
OGRE
Pell City Church of the
Highlands, Lori Boswell's
“Coffee Chat” small group 
Rooted & Grounded
Coffee House
Salty Fisherman
St. Catherine's Episcopal
Church 
St. Mark the Evangelist
Knights of Columbus 
Starnes, Davis, Florie Law
Firm 
The Greater Birmingham
Apartment Association
The Mary Kay Foundation
Valleydale Church  



Volunteer. King’s Home welcomes individual
volunteers, church groups, and others who
want to make an eternal difference by giving
their time and sharing their talents. There is
always work to do on our King’s Home
campuses. Volunteer opportunities include
landscaping and grounds upkeep,
decorating, building maintenance and repair
(painting, HVAC work, etc.), construction and
remodeling, vocational training, tutoring,
administrative help, and event assistance. Go
to kingshome.com/volunteer and sign up
today to be a volunteer.

Clean out your closets and clutter then
schedule a pickup from King's Home
Thrift. Schedule your pickup today at
www.kingshome.com/pickup or by calling
205-506-6009.

Donate Financially. 
Every penny counts. You
can easily give online by
scanning the QR code
below to give online at
kingshome.com, donate
via Venmo @Kings-Home,
call 205-775-1805, or send
a check to PO BOX 162,
Chelsea, AL 35043.

Donate through
Amazon. Did you know
that 0.5% of your eligible
Amazon purchases can be
donated to King's Home at
no cost to you?!?? 

Simply visit
smile.amazon.com 
and select King’s Home as
your non-profit of choice!
You can also contact us
for a link to our ongoing
Amazon Wish List!

Eastwood: (205) 956-5658

Hanceville: (256)352-6068

Pinson: (205) 683-0500

Purchase items from Prodigal Pottery.
Your support will enable us to continue
providing employment and job training for
our residents. 

Support the three local 
King’s Home Thrift Stores.

       1569 Cooper Hill Road

       306 Main Street SE

       4496 Center Point Road 

Participate in our upcoming events! 
We’re cautiously optimistic that we’ll be able
to gather again in larger group this year!
Check out kingshome.com/events to see
upcoming events that may interest you. 

Ways to Help 
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Scan the QR Code
below with your
smartphone camera
to donate. 



Adopt a Home. On a daily
basis, we serve over 125
residents seeking refuge 
at King’s Home. 

Our youth homes serve 
8 preteen/teenage kids
desperately in need of
positive adults in their lives. 

Challenge your church,
Bible study group, office, 
or close group of friends 
to adopt a home. You can
host a monthly game night,
commit to pray for the
residents and staff, take
them a meal, assist with 
DIY projects, help with
financial needs…truly the
possibilities are endless. 

The hope is to build life-
changing relationships with
the residents and to stand
in solidarity with the team
serving on the frontlines.
 
To learn more, email
info@kingshome.com.

www.kingshome.com

The passages found in 1 John 5:14 and Mark 11: 22-26
remind us that when we pray we must pray in accordance
with God’s will and believe He will do what we ask. We
know that our prayers to care for the abused youth,
women, and children in seeking refuge at King's Home
is in accordance with God’s will. Below is an easy way you
can join us in prayer everyday of the week. 
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Prayer Guide

Follow us, like, and share
our posts on social

media. 
 

Facebook:
@kingshomeal 

 
Twitter: 

@kingshome_al
 

Instagram:
KingsHome_AL

Pray for hardened hearts to soften to Jesus. 
Pray for Christians to grow in their understanding and
knowledge of God's word. 
Pray for each soul to know that nothing is too big or bad
for God's forgiveness. 
Pray for spiritual fruit to grow. 
Pray for boldness to follow the prompting of the Holy
Spirit.

"For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only
Son so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but
have eternal life."  John 3:16

SUNDAY
Salvation and Discipleship
for Youth, Women, and Kids
at King's Home. 



Pray for the financial needs of King's Home to be met  
so we can continue to serve youth, women, and
moms with kids fleeing domestic violence,
homelessness, neglect, and other impoverished
circumstances.
Pray that we might learn to trust Him as the Ultimate
Provider, then praise Him for the gifts He gives.
Pray for favor with foundations, businesses,
ministries, and local community members to give
during this time. 
Pray for our team to effectively share the ministry
needs with our community and for our story to pierce
hearts for God's glory.

"For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I
command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your
brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’" 
Deuteronomy 15:11

Pray for peace and unity in our homes. 
Pray for good attitudes during all the changes
brought on by COVID-19. 
Pray for peace in the hearts of our residents worried
about their friends and family. 
Pray for healthy coping methods for our residents   
 to grieve and for the strength of our ministry team  
 to minister.
Pray for grace and compassion. 
Pray for patience and provisions. 
Pray for restorative sleep and clarity to       
 accomplish goals. 
Pray for strengthened relationships.
Pray for each thought to be taken captive and sifted
through God's truth.

"Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace."  Ephesians 4:3

Pray for victims of
domestic violence,
neglect, and
homelessness to       
 know they are safe          
 at King's Home. 
Pray for safety from
abusers. 
Pray that God would truly
be the refuge and
strength for everyone at
King's Home during this
time of uncertainty.
Pray for each teenager,
woman, child, and
ministry team member to
sense God's presence.
Pray for protection from
COVID-19.
Pray for continued
physical and emotional
safety for our residents.
The Lord has created
King's Home as a refuge
from danger. May He
continue to nurture and
stabilize our youth, moms
and kids while they are
here.

"God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present help
in trouble." Psalm 46:1
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MONDAY
Funding for the Ministry

TUESDAY
Unity and Peace for Youth,
Women, Children, and Staff.

WEDNESDAY
Safety for Youth, Women,
Children, and Staff.



Pray for protection from
spiritual warfare. Satan
and his demons have
been at work trying to
divide, steal, and destroy. 
Pray for the protection of
the boys, girls, teenagers,
and women at King's
Home.
Pray for protection from
abusers. 
Pray for wisdom and
discernment for case
workers. 
Pray for the protection of
advocates that willingly
stand in the fire for each
precious soul.
Pray for social workers
and case workers
advocating for each soul.
Pray for employment and
financial stability for
moms to provide lives
free from abuse for their
children.
Pray for protection from
discouragement during
quarantine.
Pray for protection from
depression and despair
for our residents and
staff.

"Be strong and courageous.  
 Do not be afraid or terrified
because of them, for the LORD
your God goes with you; he will
never leave you nor forsake
you." Deuteronomy 3:16

Pray for those suffering emotionally from anxiety,
and depression. 
Pray for healing of physical and emotional wounds
from domestic violence and trauma.
Pray for healing and restoration in families.
Pray for supernatural healing of each soul at King's
Home. 
Pray for courage to work through emotional and
physical wounds from their past. 
Pray for lies to be exposed and replaced with truth.
Pray for each soul to know they are wholey and
completely loved by God.
Pray for our counselors to have discernment and the
tools to reach each unique need.

"He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds."
Psalm 147:3

Pray for each soul at King's Home to know that they
were made on purpose by our powerful and
sovereign God who loves them. 
Pray for opportunities for gospel conversations in
each home. 
Pray for spiritual growth during this time of social
distancing in each home.
Pray for revival and refreshing from the Holy Spirit in
the lives of our residents and direct care staff.
Pray specifically for the fruit of the Spirit to be
increasingly evident in the lives of our residents and
staff: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness,and self-control.

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things, there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23

If you would like to receive specific prayer requests via
email, please contact Trinda at trinda@kingshome.com.
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THURSDAY
Protection for
Youth, Women,
Children, and Staff.

FRIDAY
Healing for Youth, 
Women, Children, and Staff.

SATURDAY
Spiritual Growth for Youth,
Women, Children, and Staff.



Step 1: Scan the QR Code 

Step 2: Let's Start with the Basics
Follow the instructions on the screen.
 Select your name as the fundraiser.
Make sure it says King's Home as the recipient of your funds.
Add your goal amount and end date.
Then click "Next" on the bottom right.

Step 3: Tell your Story

this personal to you. Tell your friends why this ministry is important to you.

Step 4: Pick a Cover Photo
Facebook will automatically add our cover photo. Simply select "create" at the
bottom to move to the next step.

Step 5: Invite Your Friends
Invite all of your friends to join you as an advocate of hope!

catherine@kingshome.com or 205-775-1804 with any questions you may have.

This will prompt you to connect to your Facebook account. 
Once your login, you'll land on the Facebook Fundraisers page.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Facebook will prepopulate information for you BUT we strongly suggest you make 

We'd love to hear from you and help in any way! Contact Catherine Franklin at 

Facebook 
Fundraiser
Challenge
Are you on Facebook?
We're challenging our supporters to
help raise awareness and funds for
King's Home through personal
Facebook Fundraising by following
the five easy steps below! 
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